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POLICE BRAVERY AND CONDUCT AWARDS 

Statement by Member for Girrawheen 
MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [12.50 pm]: This week I attended the WA Commissioner of Police’s awards 
for bravery and conduct. This is a salutary reminder that many officers in Western Australia Police go above and 
beyond. This week alone, off-duty officer Detective Sergeant Raelene Longden put herself at risk by climbing 
onto electrified train tracks to stop the blood flow from a 34-year-old father’s severed leg after he fell under a 
train at Edgewater train station. 

I extend my congratulations to the winner of the Commissioner’s Cross for bravery and conduct, Senior 
Constable Lee Watson. Special commendations were given to Senior Constables David Johnston, Spencer 
Tebbutt and Shane Clark, and to Sergeants Daniel Richmond and Robert Steers. Commissioner’s medals of 
excellence were awarded to Senior Sergeant David Brierley, Detective Sergeant Rhonda Copeland, Detective 
Sergeant John Hindriksen, Senior Sergeant Larry Parker, Senior Sergeant (Brevet) Neville Ripp and unsworn 
recipient Ross Simpson. I make special mention of medal recipient Sergeant Don Emanuel-Smith who was also 
recently honoured by receiving the 2011 Police Officer of the Year Award. Having seen Don’s work firsthand, I 
know that both awards are well deserved. He is stationed with west metropolitan community policing and 
demonstrates a strong and professional commitment to improving communication, trust and understanding 
between police and culturally and linguistically diverse communities. Colleague Inspector Kylie Whiteley noted 
that Sergeant Emanuel-Smith undertakes his role with great passion and enthusiasm and has forgone promotion 
and other job opportunities to remain in his role due to his strong beliefs in community and diversity. He 
receives constant accolades for the job he does.  

All these officers are great role models to their peers and deserve our thanks and appreciation. 
 


